ROSANNA

say so, wherever I'm quartered hereafter. And now clo pray
answer me, is there any the least thing I can ever do to oblige
you ? for, if the truth must be told of me, I don't like to lie
under an obligation, any more than another, where I can
help it.'

* To show you that I do not want to lay you under one,'
said Gray, ' I'll tell you how you can do as much for me, and
ten times as much, as I have done for you; and this without
hurting yourself or any of your employers a penny.3

4 Say how, and it shall be done.'

< By letting me have the dung of the barracks, which will
make my land and me rich, without making you poorer; for
I'll give you the fair price, whatever it is. I don't ask you to
wrong your employers of a farthing.'

The sergeant promised this should be done, and rejoiced
that he had found some means of serving his friend. Gray
covered ten acres with the manure brought from the barracks;
and the next year these acres were in excellent heart. This
was sufficient for the grazing of ten cows : he had three, and
he bought seven more ; and with what remained of his hundred
pounds, after paying for the cows, he built a shed and a cow-
house. His wife, and daughter Rose, who was now about
fourteen, were excellent managers of the dairy. They made,
by butter and butter-milk, about four pounds each cow within
the year. The butter they salted and took to market at the
neighbouring town ; the butter-milk they sold to the country
people, who, according to the custom of the neighbourhood,
came to the house for it.

Besides this, they reared five calves, which, at a year old,
they sold for fifteen guineas and a half. The dairy did not,
however, employ all the time of this industrious mother and
daughter ; they had time for spinning, and by this cleared six
guineas. They also made some little matter by poultry ; but
that was only during the first year: afterwards Mr. Hopkins
sent notice that they must pay all the duty-fowl^ and duty-geese,
and turkeys1- charged in the lease, or compound with him by
paying two guineas a year. This gentleman had many methods
of squeezing money out of poor tenants ; and he was not inclined
to spare the Grays, whose farm he now more than ever wished

1 See n. very curious anecdote in the Statistical Survey of the Queen's
County.
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